
TAKE A PLAKK

If You Will Not Enter the Port of

Safety on Board the Ship Float
In on a Spar

You Say You Do Not Believe fn Hell
Do You Believe Herod With His

Children Victims is in Heaven

If You Have Xteen a Sinner All Your Ilfo
And Ilavo Day an Hour Left

Oo to Christ

Special to the Gazette
Brooklyn N Y Jan 1C For many

years the Brooklyn Tabernacle the
largest Protectant church in America
has been thronged twice on the Sabbath
every available inch occupied even toe
aisles puiplt stairs and doorways and
multitudes going away nnable to get in-

Dr Tallage recently announced to his
cosaregatlon that if the present build ¬

ing could be told for an academy of
music another church one holding 10
000 people would be erected Tois
morning after expounding the scriptures
he gave out the hymn

Sinners tarn why will ye die
God jour Maker atks you why

The subject of the sermon
Broken Pieces of

text Acts sxvii il
pieces of the ship
as follows

Never off Goodwin Smds or the
Skerries or Cape Hatteias was a ship
in worse predicament than in the Med-
iterranean

¬

hurncaue was the grain ship
on which 27G passengers were driven on
the coast of Malta five miles from the
metropolis of that island called Citta-
Vecchia After a two weeks tempest
and the ship vas entirely disabled and
captain and crew were completely de-

moralized
¬

an old missionary took com-
mand

¬

of the vessel He was tinallC-

ROOKEDllACKKI >

and soreeyed according to tradition
It was Paul the only unscared man
aboard He was no more afraid of a-

huroclydon tossing the Mediterranean
Sea now up to the gates of heaven and
now sinking it to the gates of hell than
he was afraid of a kitten playing with a
string He ordered them all down to
take thtr rations first ask
in for tnem u blessing Then
he insured all their lives telling thtm
they would be lescued and so far from
losing thir heads they would not lost
so much of their hair as jou could cut
off with one click of the scissors aye
cot ft thread of it whether it were gray
with age or golden with youth There
shall not a hair fall from the head of any
of you

Knowing that they can never get to the
desired port tbey make the sea op the
fourteenth night black wiih overthrown
cargo so that when the ship strikes it
will not strike so heavily At daybreak
they saw a creek and in their exigency
resolved to make for it And so they cut
the cables took in the two paddles that
they had on these old boat and hoisted
the mainsail so that they might come

v with such force as to be driven high up
the beach by come fortunate billow
There she goes tumbling toward tht
rocks now prow foremost now stern
foremost now rolling over to starboard
now a w ve dashes clear over the deck
and it seems as if the old craft has gone
forever But up she comes again Pauls
arm around a rnest he cries All is
well God has given me all those that
sail with me Crasn went the prow
with snch force that it broke off the mast
Crash went the timbers till the seas
rushed through from side to side of the
vessel She parts amidships and into s
thousand fragments the vessel goes and
into the waves 27G immortals are precip
Itated Some of them had been brought
up on the seashore and lud learned to
swim and with their chin just above the
waves and by stroke of both arms and
propulsion

OF BOTH JEKT
they put out for the beach and leached
it Bat alas for those others They
had never learnid to jwim or they were
wounded by the falling of the mast or
the nervou shock was too great for them
And others had been weakened by long
seasickness

Oh what will become of them Take
that piece of a rudder says Paul to one

Take that fragment of a spar says
Paul to another Take that table

Take tnat image of Castor aud Pollux
Take that plank from the lifeboat
Take anything and head for the beach

What a struggle for life in the breakers
Ob the merciless waters how they sweep
over the heads of men women and chi
dren Hold on there Almost ashore
keep up your courage Kemember what
Paul told you There the receding wave
on the beacn leaves in the sand a whole
family There crawls up out of the surf
the centurion There another plank
comes in with a life clinging fast to it
There another niece of the shattered ves-

sel
¬

with its freightage of an immoital
soul They must by this time all be
saved Yes there comes in last of all
for he had been overseeing the rest the
old missionary who wrings the water
from his gray beard and cries out Thank
God all are here

Gather them around a Are and call the
roll Paul builds a Are and when the
bundles of sticks begin to crackle and
standing and sitting aronnd the blaze
the passengers begin to recover from
their chill and their wet clothes begin to
dry and warmth begins to come into all
the shivering passengers let the purser
of the vessel go aroujd and sec if any of
the poor creatures are missing Not one
of the crowd that were plunged into the
sea How it relieves our anxiety as we
read Some on broken pieces of the
ship and so it came to pass that all es-

caped
¬

safe to land
Having on previous occasions looked

at the other passengers I confine myself
today to the examination o those who
came in

OX BROKEN llKCES-
of the ship There is something about
them that excites in me an intense inter-
est

¬

I am not so much interested in
those that could swim They got ashore as
1 expected A mile of water is not a very
great undertaking fora strong swimmer
or even two miles arc not But I cannot
stop thinking about those on broken
pieces of the ship Tne greatgoipel ship
Is the finest vessel of tne uaiverse and
can carry more passengers than any cratt
ever constructed and you could no more
wreck it than you could wreck the throne
of God Almighty I wish all the people
would come abonrd of her I could not
promise n smooth voyage for oftimes it
will be tempestuous or a chopped sea

promise safe arrival for all
ho took passage on that Great Eastern
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the Ship and the
Some on broken

Dr Talmage spoke
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so called by me because its commander
came out of the east the star of the East
a badge cf His authority

But a vast multitude do not take regu-
lar

¬

passage Their theology is broken in
pieces and their life is broken in pieces
and their habits are broken in pieces and
their worldly and spiritual prospects are
broken in peces and yet I believe they
are going to reach the shining shore and
I am encouraged by the experience of
those people who are spoken of in the
text Some on broktn pieces of the
ship

One object in this sermon is to encour-
age

¬

all those who cannot take the whole
system of religion as we believe it but
who really believe somethinsr to come
ashore on that one plank I do not un-

der
¬

ate the value of a great theological
system but where in all the Bible is there
anything that says Believe in John
Calvin and thou shalt be saved or believe
in Arminius and thou shalt be saved or
believe in the Synod of Dort and thou
shalt be saved or believe in the Thirty
nine Articles and thou shalt be saved
A man may be orthodox and

GO TOHKLL-

or heterodox and go to heaven The man
who in the deep affection of his heart ac-

cepts
¬

Christ is saved and the man who
does not accept Him is lost

1 believe in both the Heidelberg and
Westminster catechisms and I wish you
all did but you may believe in nothing
tbey contain except the one idea that
Chri6t came to save sinners and that you
are one of them and you are instantly
rescued If you can come in on the
grand old ship I would rather have yon
get aboard but if you can find only a-

piece of wood as lone as the human body
or u piece as wide as the outspread human
arms and either of them is a piece of the
cross come in on that piece Tens of
thousands of people are today kept out
of the Kingdom of God because they can-
not

¬

believe everything
I am talking with a man thoughtful

about hi6 soul who has lately ttaveled
through New England and passed the
night at Andovtr He says tome I
cannot believe that in this life the destiny
is irrevocably fixed I think there will be
another opportunity of repentance of ler
death 1 say to him My brother
what has that to do with you Dont you
realize ihat the man who waits for an-

other chance after death when he has a
good chance before death is a stark fool
Had not jou better take the plank that is-

thiown to you now and head for shore
rather than wait for a plank that may by
invisible hands be thrown to you after

ou are dead Do as you please but as
fur myself with pardon for all my sins of-

feied me now end all the joys of time and
eternity offered me now I instantly take
them rather than run the risk of such
other chance as wise men think

THEY CAN lKEL OV-
For twist out of a Scripture passage that
has for all the Christian centuries been
interpreted another way

You say I do not like Princeton the-
ology

¬

or New Haven theology or Ando
er theology I do not ask you on board

either of these great menofwar their
port holes filled with the great siege
guns of ecclesiastical battle But I do
ask you to take the one plank of the Gos-

pel
¬

that you do believe in and strike out
for the pearlstrung beach of Heaven

Sajssonie othr man I would at-

tend
¬

to religion if I was quite sure about
the doctrine of election and free agency
but that mixes me all up Those things
used to bother me but I have no more
perplexity about them for I say to my-

hclf If Hove Christ and live a good
honest useful life I am elected to be
saved and if I do not love Christ and
live a bad life 1 will be damned and all
the theolosical seminaries of the universe
canno make it any different I flound-
ered

¬

a long time while in the sea of sin and
doubt and it was as rough as the Med-

iterranean
¬

on the fourteenth night when
they threw the grain overboaid but I
saw there was mercy for a sinner and
that plank I took and I have been warm-
ing

¬

myself by the bright fire on the shore
for three decades

While f an talking to another man
about his soul he tells me I do not be-

come
¬

a Christian because X do not believe
there is any hell at all Ah dont you
Do all the people of all beliefs and no
belief at all of good morals and bad
morals go straight to a happy Heaven
Dj the holy and the debaucned have the
same destination At midnight in a hall
nay the owner of a house and a burglar
meet each other and thty both lire and
both are woundtd but tne burglar died
in rive minutes and the owner of the
house lives a week after will the Durglar
be at

THE GATK OF HEAVEN
waiting when the houseowner comes in
Will the debauchee and the libertine go-

rlgnt in among the families of Heaven
1 wonder if Herod is playing on the banks
of the liiver of Life with tbe children
he massacred I wonder if Charles
Guiteau and John Wilkts Booth are up
there shouting at a mark I do not now
controvert it although I must say that
for such a miserable heaven I have no ad-

miration
¬

But the Bible does not say
Believe in perditiouiand be saved Be-

cause
¬

all are saved according to your
theory that ought not to keep you from
loving and serving Christ Do not refuse
to come ashore because all the others ac-

cording
¬

to your theory are going to get
ashore You may have a different theory
about chemistry about astronomi about
the atmosphere from that which lotbers
adopt but you are not therefore hindcrtd
from action Because jour theory of
light is different from others do not re-
fuse

¬

to open your eyes Because your
theory oi air is different you do not re-
fuse

¬

to breathe Because your theory
about the stellar system is different you
do cot lefute to acknowledge the North
star Why should the f tct that your the-
ological

¬

theories are different hinder you
from acting upon what you know If you
rave not a whole ship fashioned in the
theological dry docks to bring you to-
wharfage you have at least a plank

Some on broken pieces of the ship
But I dont believe in revivals

Then go to your room and all alone with
your door loeked give your heart to God
and join some church where the ther-
mometer

¬

never gets higher th n fifty in
the shade But I do not believe in bap-
tism

¬

Come in without it and settle
the matter alierward But there ar j so
many inconsistent Christians Then
come in and show them by-

A GOOD KXAMPLE
how professors ought to act But I
dont brlieve in the Old Testament
Then come in on the New But I dont
like the Book of Romans Then coma
In on Matthew or Luke Refusing to
come to Cnrist whom you admit to be
the Savior of the lost because yon can-
not

¬

admit other things yon are
like a man out there In
that Mediterranean tempest and
tossed in tbe Melita breakers refusing to
come ashore until he can mend the pieces
of the broken ship I hear him say I
wont go in on any of these planks nntil

CTgMW y3 r i HJiB WS tiyy i

I know in what part of the ship they be-

long
¬

When I can get the windlass in
the right place and the sails set and that
keelpiece where it beloDgs and that
fljor timber right and those ropes un-
tangled

¬

I will go ashore Iam an old
sailor and know all about ships for forty
years and as soon as 1 can get the vessel
afloat In good shape I will come in A
man drifting by on a piece of wood over-
hears

¬

him and says You will drown
before you get that ship reconstructed
Better do as I am doing I know nothing
about ships and never saw one before I
came on board this and I cannot swim a
stroke but I am going ashore ou this
shivered timber The man in the ottl ng
while trying to mend his ship goes down
The man who trusted to the plank is
saved O my brother let your smashed
up system of theology go to the bottom
while you come in on a splintered spir

Some on broken pieces of the ship
You may get all yur difficulties set-

tled
¬

as Garibaldi the magnetic Italian
got his gardens made When the war
between Austria and Sardinia broke out
he was living at Caprera a very rough
and uncultured island nome Bat he
went forth with his sword to achieve the
liberation of Naples and Sicily and gave
9000000 people free government under
Victor Emmanuel Gaiibaldi after be-

ing
¬

ABSENT TWO YEARS

from Caprera returned and when he ap-

proached
¬

it he found that his home had
by Victor Emmanuel as a surprise been
Edenized Trimmed shrubbery had taken
the place of thorny thickets gardens the
place of barrenness and the old rookery
in whicn he once lived had given way
to a pictured mansion where be
lived in comfort the rest of his days And
I tell you if you will come and enlist
under thebanner of our Victor Emmanuel
and follow Him through thick and thin
and fight his battles and endure Ms sac-

rifices
¬

you will find after awhile that He
has chanced vour heart from a jungle of
thorny skepicisms into a garden all
abloom with luxuriant jo that yon have
never dreamt of From a tangli d Caprera-
of sadness into a Paradise of Gad

I co not know how your theological
system went to pieces It may be that
jour parents started you with only one
plank and you believe little or nothing
Or they may have been too rigid and severe
in religious discipline a d cracked you
over the head with a psalmbook It may-
be that some partner in business who
was a member of an evangelical church
played on you a trick that disgusted you
with religion It may be that you hate
associates who have talked against Chris-
tianity

¬

in your presence until you are all
at sea and vou d el more on things
that you do not believe than on things
you do believe You aie in one respect
like Lord Nelson when a signal was lifted
that he wisned to disregard and he put
his seaglass to hisSlind eye and 6aid I-

teally do not see tbe signal O my
hearer put this fieldglass of the Gospel
no longer to your blind eye and say I
cannot see but put it to your other eye
the eye cf faith and yon will see Christ
and he is all you need to see

If you can believe nothing else you cer-
tainly

¬

believe in-

VICARIOUS SUFFERING
for you see it almost every day in some
shape Last month the steamship Knick-
erbocker of the Cromwell line running
between New Orleans and here was in
great Btorms and the captain and crew
saw the schooner Mary D Cranmer of
Philadelphia in distress The weather
cold the waves mountain high the first
officer of the steamship and four men put-
out in a lifeboat to fave the crew of the
schooner and reached the vefsel and
towed It out of danger the wind shifting
so that the vessel was saved But the
five men of the steamship coming back
their boat capsized yet rigbted again and
came on the sailors coated with ice The
boat capsized again and three times up-

set
¬

and wa3 righted and a line was
thrown the poor feilows but their bands
and arms were frozen so they could not
grasp it end a great wave rolled over
mem ani they went down never to rise
till the sea gives up its dead Appreciate
that heroism and selfsacrifice of the
biave fellows we all can and can we not
appreciate tbe Christ who put out in a-

more biting coirt and into a more over-
whelming

¬

surge to bring us out ol infinite
peril into everlasting safety The wave
of human hate rolled over Him from one
side and the wave ol hellish fury roiled
over Him on the other Oh the thick-
ness

¬

cf the night and the thunder of the
tempest into whicn Christ plunged for
our rescue

Come in en that narrow beam the
beam of the cross Let all else go and
cling to that Put that under you and
with the earnestnef s of a swimmer strag-
gling

¬

for his lfe put out for shore There
is a great warm Are of welcome already
built and already many who were as far
out as you are are standing in its genial
and heavenly glow The angels of Gods
rescue are wading out Into the surf

TO CLUTCH YOUR HAND

and they know how exhausted you are
and all tbe redeemed prodigals of heaven
are on the beach with new white robes to
clothe all those who come in on broken
pieces of the ship

My sympathies are for such all the
more because I was naturally skeptical
disposed to question everything about
this life and tbe next
and was in danger of being further out to
sea than any of the i7C in the Mediterra-
nean

¬
breakers and I waa sometimes the

annoyance of my theological professor
because I asked so many questions But
I came in on a plank I knew Christ was
the Saviour of sinners and that I was a-

sluwr and I got ashore and I do not
propose to go out on that sea again I
hay not for thirty minutes discussed tbe-
controverted points of theology in thirty
years Andduring the rest of my life I-

do not propose to discuss them for thirty
seconds

I would rather in a mudscow try to
weather the worst cyclone that ever srvept-

up from the Caribbean than risk my im-

mortal
¬

soul in useless and perilous dis-

cussions
¬

in which some of my brethren
in the ministry are indulging They re-

mind
¬

me of a company of sailors stand-
ing

¬

on Rimsgate pierhead from which
tbe lifeboats are usually launched and
cooly discussing the different style of oar-
locks

¬

and how deep a boat ought to set
in the water while a hurricane is in full
bliit and there are thrce steamers
crowded with passengers going to pieces
in the ofllng An old tar themuscles of
his face working with nervous excite-
ment

¬

cries out This is no time to dis-

cuss
¬

such things Man the lifeboat
Who will volunteer Oat with her into
the surf I Pull my lads pull tor the
wreck Hi ha Now we have them
Lift them in and lay tbem down on the
bottom of the boat Jack yon JUjrto
bring them too Pat thestfnneica-
ronnd their bands and feet Jjrbd I wJU
pull for the shore Godhel Ine

there landed nvzzA
When there are so many fitrngglli

the waves of sin and sorrow and

P lr gy ag 1

TO TIE TRADE
Thanking you for the liberal patronage with which you have favored me duimgiSie past

year I beg to say that I am better prepared than ever to offer you

in my line of business Without boastjng I can safely say that I have the LARGEST AND

BEST ADAPTED WAREHOUSE IN AMERICA FOR THE GROCERY BUSINESS My stock is
larger and more complete inevery branch than ever before and I am as well prepared to
deal liberally with youaBany one

Before yon make your arrangements for this year see me or my Agents 1 feel
sured I can serve you to our mutual advantage

WHOLESALE GBOCER

V

ooisssrEiR 3x i isr and
e

t
edness let all else go but salvation for
time and salvation forever

I bethink myself that there are some
here whose or whose ife is
a

p

mere wreck and they have onlv tLEiiitH e fc 4
piece left You started in youth witHj rSJJJS
all sails set and everyti ng
grand voyage but you haye wiled in ttte
wrong direction or have TbofTdered n a
rock You have only a fragment oftime
left Then come in on that one plank

Some on broken pieces of the ship
You admit you are ali bioken up one

decade of your life gone by two decades
three decades four decades a half cen-

tury
¬

perhaps of a cen-

tury
¬

gone The hour hand and the
minute hand of your clock of life are

ALMOST PARALLEL

and soon it will be twelve and your day
ended Clear are you I
admit it is sad thing to give all of our
lives that are worth anything to sic and
the devil and then at last make God a
present of a firstrate corpse Bat the
past you cannot recover Get on board
that old ship you never will Have you
only one more year left One more month
one more week one more day one more
hour come in on that Perhaps if you
get to Heaven God may let jou go out on
some great mission to some other world
where you can somewhat atone for yonr
lack of service in this

1rora many a deathbed I have seen the
hands thrown up in some-
thing

¬

like this My life hs been wasted
I tnd good mental faculties and line so
cial position and great but
through worldliness and Leglect all has
gone to waste save these few remaining
hours 1 now accept of Christ and shall
enter heaven through lit mercybut alas
alas that wnen I might have entered the
haven of eternal rest with a full cargo
and bten greeted by the waving hands of
a multitude in whose salvation I had
borne a blessed part I must confess I
now enter the harbor of heaven on broken
pieces af the ship

Alfalfa on the Arid Plains
Sacrament VKecorJUnlon Dec 25

Last spring the Heilbron brothers of Itr
city sent a car load of calves from Sacra ¬

mento to their Wildflower ranch in resno
county The stock was of the best blood
and were put in an alfalfa field They
were kept there on this green feed
through the Epring summer and winter
One day last week twenty herd
of the yearlings were placed in a
car and returned to this city where
they were for Christmas
meats The lightest one weighed 500

pounds while several of the larger ones
tipped the beam at over 700 The meat is
said by these market men to be finer than
anything that has been seen in this city
for the past ten years and proves ¬

what can be done on the sandy
wastes of Fresno with industry water
and alfalfa seed Seven years ago the
land In question could not be given away
It was a level sandy plain that shifted
with the wind and no sign oi

was to be seen any-
where

¬

except a species of sage
brnsh and a few specimens of the cactus
family Today it is fenced and the
fields of grain meadows of alfalfa and
extensive vineyards are the pride of many
an honest farmer When August Heil-
bron

¬

first obtained of a sec-
tion

¬

of this land he offered to give a
quarter of it to a friend After viewing
the tract the latter refused the
proffered gift He wanted no desert In
his The land is nearly all in alfalfa
and supports hundreds of cattle and sheep
which require no care whatever They
have an unlimited supply at all seasons
of green and nutritious feed and go to
the market In a far superior condition to
those that are stall and corn fed for that
purpose The lambs shipped from that
place last week are as large as full grown
sheep fat as butter and of course when
age is taken into of supe-

rior
¬

quality This goes to prove what
can be done in every part of this gst
valley of California in the live
nesftjjy Industrious farmers
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